
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 5, 2012 
 
Mr. Rashad M. Young 
City Manager 
City of Alexandria 
301 King Street, Room 3500 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 
Dear Mr. Young:  
 
RE: Waterfront Commission Endorsement of Proposed Waterfront Naming Policy and Process 
 
This letter conveys the Waterfront Commission’s endorsement of the proposed Waterfront Naming Policy 
Process, including the proposed Application for Naming and Renaming within the Alexandria Waterfront 
Small Area Plan.   
 
Over the past several months, the Waterfront Commission, Alexandria Archaeology Commission, 
Alexandria Commission for the Arts, and other City boards, have jointly collaborated through the Art and 
History Waterfront Plans Implementation Committee to develop a policy and process for naming of parks, 
public spaces, and other public facilities (excluding streets) in the vicinity of the Waterfront.  This policy 
provides a process to ensure that proposed names comply with the historical accuracy of theme areas, 
visions, and context of the Waterfront Small Area Plan set forth in the Alexandria Waterfront History Plan 
and the Alexandria Waterfront Public Art Proposal. Upon enactment, all naming proposals for the 
Waterfront area would be vetted by key stakeholder groups, including Waterfront interests, the art and 
history communities, and the public at-large, before consideration by the City Naming Committee and 
City Council. 
 
At a meeting on November 20, 2012, the Waterfront Commission voted to endorse the proposed policy 
and process as proposed by the Art and History Waterfront Plans Implementation Committee and support 
naming categories that honor an important historical event, person, or place; an outstanding individual or 
group; a significant natural or geographical feature of the area; common usage identifying the 
neighborhood; or other. In addition, we suggest that the policy and application be periodically evaluated 
and the process adjusted as appropriate to facilitate the review of naming proposals.   
 
(Continued) 
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We encourage adoption of these recommendations by the City. On behalf of the Alexandria Waterfront 
Commission and the broad Citywide constituencies that we represent, thank you for your consideration of 
this matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Nathan M. Macek, Chair 
Alexandria Waterfront Commission 
 
CC: Michele Evans, Deputy City Manager, City Manager’s Office 

Mark Jinks, Deputy City Manager, City Manager’s Office 
Faroll Hamer, Director, Department of Planning and Zoning 
Jeremy McPike, Director, Department of General Services 
Jim Spengler, Director, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities 
Lance Mallamo, Director, Office of Historic Alexandria 
Diane Ruggiero, Deputy Director, Office of the Arts, Department of Recreation Parks and Cultural 

Activities 
Emily Baker, City Engineer, Department of Transportation & Environmental Services 
Fran Bromberg, Acting City Archaeologist 
Jack Browand, Division Chief, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities 
Nancy Williams, Principal Planner, Department of Planning and Zoning 
Alexandria Waterfront Commission 
Art and History Waterfront Plans Implementation Committee 

 
Attachment: Waterfront Naming Policy and Process diagram and application endorsed by Waterfront 
Commission 

2



DRAFT 11/8/2012 

 
 Waterfront Naming Policy Process Diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Waterfront Commission receives the 
 recommendation and votes. 

A
p
p
ro
val 

Est. 6
0
‐1
8
0
 d
ays 

A
n
alysis 

Est. 6
0
‐1
8
0
 d
ays 

“An Application for Naming and Renaming within 
the Alexandria Waterfront Small Area Plan” is 
submitted by an Individual or Organization 

“An Application for Naming and Renaming within the 
Alexandria Waterfront Small Area Plan” is submitted by the 
Art and History Waterfront Plans Implementation Committee 

(AHWPIC) or other committees or city agencies 

Waterfront Commission Staff shall 
receive and validate the application for 

completeness. 

Applicant revises the 
application and responds 

to comments 

City Naming Committee (City manager 
and two city council members) reviews 

the application. 

City Council dockets a Legislative 

Meeting and a Public Hearing 

AHWPIC shall determine the completeness of the application  

re
fe
rs 

The Waterfront 
Commission for 

info only 

City Staff shall review and 
research the background 

information in reference to 
the application. 

The Art & History Committees: 
ARC, HARC, AAC, HARPC, & PAC 
shall review and research the 
background information in 
reference to the application. 

re
fe
rs 

re
fe
rs 

re
fe
rs 

AHWPIC compiles research makes a succinct recommendation based on 
the naming policy application criteria 

se
n
d
s 

in
fo
 

se
n
d
s 

in
fo
 

re
co
m
m
e
n
d
s 

Advance the proposed naming thru the 
naming process  

Reject the proposed naming; resending 
the application to the applicant with 

review comments stating the 
application’s deficiencies and/or 

inappropriateness

vo
te
s 

(C
C
 city staff) 

2 week Public Comment Period  

m
o
ve
s to

 

The Waterfront Commission 
recommends and refers. 

m
o
ve
s to

 
reco

m
m
en

d
s 

&
 refers 

re
fe
rs 

City Council votes on 

name change moves to 

sends
(CC city staff)

The City Manager’s 
Office disagrees with 

applicant. Applicant may 
revise application and 
respond to comments 

The City Manager’s Office agrees 
with applicant. Application 

moves forward in the naming 
policy process. 

m
o
ve
s to

 (C
C
 city staff)  

moves to

A
p
p
licatio

n
 

Est. 5
‐2
0
 d
ays 

work 

together 

City Manager’s Office receives 
appeal and all Waterfront 
Commission research

Applicant does not revise 
application and appeals. 

se
n
d
s 

ap
p
e
als 

d
e
cid

e
s 

Decides
(CC city staff) 

vo
te
s 

(C
C
 city staff) 

33



DRAFT 11/8/2012 

City of Alexandria 
Department of Recreation, Parks, and Cultural Activities 

 

Application for Naming and Renaming within the Alexandria Waterfront Small Area Plan* 
 

1 
 

Criteria & Instructions 

These naming and renaming criteria and instructions apply to the waterfront area described in the 

Alexandria Waterfront Small Area Plan*.  

Applications for naming and renaming shall use the following criteria, instructions, and information to 
complete the application: 
 
 

Instructions 
1. An application for naming may be submitted by individuals, organizations, city agencies, or the 

Art and History Waterfront Plan Implementation Committee. A $25.00 application fee shall be 
included with the application at the time of the submission. The application shall be submitted 
to: 

Waterfront Commission Staff  

Department of Recreation, Parks, and Cultural Activities 

1108 Jefferson St. 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

Tel. 703.746.4343 

Fax. 703.684.6826 

jack.browand@alexandriava.gov 

2. The application shall comply with the following criteria: 
A. The application shall comply with the historical accuracy of theme areas, visions, and 

context of the Waterfront Small Area Plan set forth in the Alexandria Waterfront History 
Plan and the Alexandria Waterfront Public Art Proposal. See Resources section. 

B. The application shall comply with one or more of the following Naming Categories:   
 

‐ Important Historical Event, Person, or Place: The applicant shall include within the 
application narrative the reason the event, person, or place is important to the history 
of the waterfront or Alexandria.  The application shall reflect on historical themes, 
historic names, and ideas set forth in the Waterfront History Plan. 
 

‐ Outstanding Individual or Group: The application narrative shall include the individual 
or group’s outstanding and invaluable civic contributions to our city. It is recommended 
that the family of an outstanding individual support and/or endorse the proposed 
naming. 
 

‐ Significant Natural or Geographical Feature of the Area  
 

‐ Common Usage Identifying the Neighborhood 
 

‐ Other 
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C. The name shall be specific, consistent with, and endeavor to capture the value and 
authentic character of the object or area of the waterfront being named.  The name shall 
also be easily identified with the object or area being named. 

D. If renaming is proposed by an applicant, the new name shall not cause undue confusion 

within the Alexandria community, and shall not diminish the original justification of the 

name or discount the value of the prior contributors of the name. 

3. The application narrative shall include facts and reasons for the proposed name consistent with 

the criteria, including any additional supportive documentation, e.g. maps, photos, wills, etc. 

4. The application shall include evidence of community support, e.g.  letters of support or a 

petition. 

5. The Waterfront Naming Policy Process Diagram is available to the applicant to illustrate the 

application’s public process and path of review.    

 
Resources 

Waterfront Small Area Plan    
www.alexandriava.gov/Waterfront 

 
Alexandria Waterfront History Plan 

http://alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/planning/info/Waterfront/A6_History%20Appendix(1).pdf 

Pages 13, 14, and 25 

Chapter 3, page 29. See also Recommendation 9. 

Appendix 4, page 90 

Appendix 5 

 
Alexandria Waterfront Public Art Proposal 

http://alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/planning/info/Waterfront/A5_Art%20Appendix(1).pdf 

 
 

* The naming of streets is a separate city process. 
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Application 
Applicant’s Information 

Name: 

Contact Person (if applicable): 

Organization:   

Address: 

 

 

Telephone No: 

Alternate Telephone No: 

Email Address: 

 

Application Details 

Current Name (if applicable): 

Proposed Name: 

Location and/ or Address of Proposed Name: 

 

 

Proposed Naming Category 

(Check all that Apply):        Important Historical Event, Person, or Place 

            Outstanding Individual or Group 

Significant Natural or Geographical Feature of the Area 

Common Usage Identifying the Neighborhood 

Other: 

 

for office use only: 
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 Narrative 

A. How does the proposed name comply with historical accuracy of the theme areas, visions, and 
context of the Waterfront Small Area Plan set forth in the Alexandria Waterfront History Plan 
and the Alexandria Waterfront Public Art Proposal? Include citations. (Limit response to one 
page.) 
 

B. How does the proposed name comply with one or more of the Naming Categories? (Limit 
response to one page.) 

 
C. How is the proposed name consistent with the value and authentic character of the object or 

area of the waterfront being named?  Describe how the proposed name is specific to the object 
or area of the waterfront being named.  Is the proposed name easily identifiable with the object 
or area being named? (Limit response to one page.) 
 

D. If renaming is being proposed, how does the new name uphold the original justification of the 
existing name? How does the new name acknowledge the value of the prior contributors of the 
existing name?  Does the new name cause undue confusion within the Alexandria community? 
(Limit response to one page.) 
 

E. List Attachments: e.g. maps, photos, wills, letters (no more than 5), petitions, etc. 
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